NO AS WEBSTER.

discussion of public affairs.    Hamilton was
a man with a genius for statesmanship ; in
Webster we see very significantly marks of
political  common  sense,  the   presence  of
which in the American mind at that day
made Hamilton's  leadership  possible.    It
would be hard to find a better illustration
of the average political education of Amer-
icans of the time than is shown by Webster
in this pamphlet and in other of his writ-
ings.     We are accustomed  sometimes  to
speak of   the  Constitution  as  a half-mi-
raculous gift to the American people, and
to look with  exceptional reverence  upon
the framers of that instrument.    Well, that
mind is on the whole quite as sound as the
contemptuous  tone taken by  Von  Hoist
when he affirms that "the Constitution had
been extorted from the grinding necessity
of a reluctant people. " 1   In these words,
however, Von Hoist himself scarcely does
justice to his own convictions, and they are
rather an extreme form of protest against
an extravagant adulation of the Constitu-
tion.    Better instruments  on paper have
been  drawn and applied to  conditions of

1 Constitutional History of the United States, i. 63,
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